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Information Systems and New Media, University of Siegen, Hoelderlinstr. 3, 57068 Siegen, This special issue focuses on socially embedded collaborative practices in different domains, based on the 9th International COOP Conference, which took place in Aix-en-Provence in May, 2010 and was documented in the conference proceedings (Lewkowicz et al. 2010 ).
We present four case studies on the support of collaborative technologies for socially relevant tasks in the fields of healthcare, political engagement, science, and open source software development: software development of IT systems in the healthcare sector (Federico Cabitza), the use of collaborative technology by social movements (Saqib Saeed, Markus Rohde, and Volker Wulf), the use of technology and artefacts in archaeology (Marco Locatelli, Carla Simone, and Viviana Ardesia), and the use of the Eclipse development platform among software engineers (Gunnar Stevens and Sebastian Draxler). All of these studies apply an ethnographic research approach and strive to achieve a deep understanding of the collaborative practices in these domains and their respective social context in order to derive specific design requirements for appropriate technological support.
In addition to the case studies, this issue presents a theoretical and programmatic paper focusing on the concept of "work" in CSCW. Kjeld Schmidt contributes to an ongoing debate on the scope of CSCW research, responding to an article by Andy Crabtree et al. (2005) that argues for a broadened perspective of CSCW. Schmidt's contribution reflects on conceptual issues as well as the socio-economic status of "work" and warns CSCW scholars against abandoning the discipline's central research focus. The issues raised in this position paper, together with issues raised by Schmidt at ECSCW 2009 (Schmidt, 2009 Focusing on socially embedded collaborative practices, the editors selected Schmidt's programmatic contribution and the four case studies and the authors were invited to reconsider and extend their COOP papers for this special issue. All contributions underwent an additional blind peer-reviewing procedure and were revised by the authors according to the reviewers' requests.
The guest editors of this issue would like to thank the editors of the CSCW Journal for the opportunity to publish this selection of positions and studies on socially embedded collaborative practices and to contribute to the further development of CSCW research. We thank all COOP conference participants, all involved reviewers and the authors for their contributions. We hope that we succeeded in providing an interesting and significant selection of research contributions to the field of CSCW and the respective discourse in Europe.
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